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YVAS CALENDAR 

Sep 24 Chapter Meeting at the 
Yakima Area 
 Arboretum at 7:00 pm.  

Oct 13 Board Meeting at Andy and Ellen  
 Stepniewski’s house (291 Windy Point Dr.,  
 Wapato, 877-6639) at 7:00 pm. 
 

Field Trips 
Sep 23 Wednesday Morning Bird Walk — Meet the 
 group at the Valley Mall Blvd. parking lot for  
 the Poppoff Trail at 8:00 am. 
Oct 14 Wednesday Morning Bird Walk — Meet the 
 group at the Valley Mall Blvd. parking lot for  
 the Poppoff Trail at 8:00 am. 
Oct 17 Fort Simcoe and Medicine Valley — Meet  
 leader Kerry Turley at the Valley Mall parking  
 lot just west of IHOP at 8:30 am. 
Oct 28 Wednesday Morning Bird Walk — Meet the 
 group at the Valley Mall Blvd. parking lot for  
 the Poppoff Trail at 8:00 am. 
Nov 14 McNary NWR and Tri-Cities  — Meet leader 
 Bill Drenguis the Valley Mall parking  The Birds of South Florida 

A Photographic Presentation  
with  

George Vlahakis 
 
     George and Susan Vlahakis traveled to South Florida in April, 
2008.  George says, “I had not spent any time in Florida since col-
lege spring break in the 1960s but began to realize that it was a 
mecca for bird and wildlife photographers and a chance to see and 
photograph many new species. Many of these are large waterbirds, 
quite different from my usual focus on the small passerines. Of the 
nearly 100 birds seen and photographed, 34 were Life birds for us.  
Mammals were sparse (we missed the Florida Panther) but Alligators 
were plentiful. Severe drought in the Everglades limited the avail-
ability and distribution of some species. I will touch on the ecology 
of water flow in South Florida and its effects on wildlife. Despite the 
dry conditions, our trip was very successful and we plan another one 
next year.” 
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         BILL DRENGUIS 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

      DEBIE BROWN 
MEMBERSHIP 

Thank you for renewing your YVAS 
Mem- bership! 
Yakima:   Jeanne Crawford, David & Becki Hartwig,  

Joyce Lucas,  
Wapato:   Ruth Kendrick 
 
Please note that the above membership renewals are for 
Yakima Valley Audubon membership. Renewals to     
National Audubon are separate and are not listed here. 

     What a Summer!  It is great to be 
back in Yakima for the fall. I am really 
looking forward to trying to fill Kerry 
Turley’s shoes as the President of 
Yakima Valley Audubon. It looks like a 
very doable job because we are fortunate 
to have a fully functioning Board of Di-
rectors that is energized and ready to 
carry on. 
     There have been several ideas kicked 
around to get more members involved in 

the meetings. These have ranged from discussions on trying a 
short “infomercial” on basic bird identification, to having a time 
available for our local birding photographers to show their lat-
est shots. 
     There is one problem that stumps me and I would love to 
hear any suggestions. I feel that many members are missing out 
by not participating in the field trips. These are often led by the 
very best birders in Central Washington (and sometimes they 
are led by people like myself who are enthusiastic). Those of us 
who regularly go on the field trips are often treated to new bird-
ing locations: not to mention the chance to have an expert point 
out new species. Fall migration is here and I encourage every-
one (especially beginners) join one of the trips. 
      Hope to see you outside with a copy of Sibley’s in your 
hand. 
     (Editor’s Note:  The whopper Bill is holding in the photo 
above is a piranha he caught while vacationing in Peru.) 

After an absence of 20 years, 
YVAS will be at the fair! 

 

     On September 28 and September 30, Yakima   Val-
ley Audubon volunteers will be on hand at the Central 
Washington State Fair in Yakima, partnering with the 
US Forest Service at their booth. The Forest Service 
will focus on forest environments while Yakima Audu-
bon will stress shrub-steppe landscapes and the for-
est/steppe interface (where the bluebirds are!).  Both 
the Forest Service and Yakima Audubon will have dis-
plays and exhibits.  Our presence will be on the two 
"Kid's Day”, so this is a great opportunity to assist in 
fostering in Yakima-area youth awareness of the re-
gions natural heritage.  There is still an opening on 
September 30 (4 pm-7 pm). If you would like to par-
ticipate, call Andy Stepniewski at 949-7404. 

Its time to think about the  
Christmas Banquet Silent Auction 

 
     Where did you get that beautiful quilted wall hanging of 
the Great Blue Herons?  At the Christmas Banquet Silent 
Auction!  It’s true, some amazing items are available every 
year at the   auction, and you make it possible.  It’s not too 
soon to think about your tax-deductible donations.  I will be 
helping to run the auction this year, so if you have any ques-
tions drop me a line.  Please e-mail me at drenguis@aol.com 
or call 965-5808 for a more personal conservation.  
 
                                                                 — Bill Drenguis — 

Election at October Chapter Meeting 
 

     At the October chapter meeting we will be having an elec-
tion of officers, as specified by the YVAS by-laws.  Here is the 
slate of candidates: 
 

     Director:  Angie Begosh 
     Director:  Jan Gano  
     Director:  Bob Wahl 
 

     If you are interested in taking part in the leadership of our 
chapter, please let one of the board members know.  Many 
members of the YVAS Board of Directors have been in their 
positions for many years.  We need new voices on the board to 
keep our group vibrant and re-newed. 

Keep up-to-date with the latest Yakima County birding news on BirdYak 
     BirdYak is a listserv that is focused on the birds and birding 
in Yakima County.  When you join BirdYak, you can read the 
latest birding news delivered by e-mail.  You can also send e-
mails to the group telling of your latest sightings or asking 
birding related questions.   

     You can subscribe to BirdYak on the BirdYak website: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/birdyak/ .  Scroll down to the 
bottom of the page for directions. 
     Or you can send an e-mail to Denny Granstrand 
(dgranstrand@charter.net), and he will add you to the list. 
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 MICHAEL MARTIN 

CONSERVATION REPORT 

Closing a Green Dot Road in the Upper Wenas 
In late August, the Washington Fish and Wildlife Department 
and Department of Natural Resources held public meetings to 
consider the closure of certain Green Dot roads and opening  
other roads in the Wenas and Wenatchee areas.  I received 
some emails with concerns that WDFW and DNR might be 
considering closing roads accessing the Audubon camp and 
other popular birding sites.  That’s not the case in the pro-
posal. 
     For the Upper Wenas, the proposal is to close part of the 
Hardy Canyon road that travels to the crest of Mount Clem-
ens, and to open up a new  road -- the Woodcamp Ridge road 
(a timber harvest road built a couple of years ago along a ridge 
top a little to the west). Cindi Confer from WDFW said the 
upper part of the Hardy Canyon road is a stream-adjacent par-
allel road that doesn't meet forest practice regulations.  Basi-
cally, the forest practice rules say that a road adjacent to and 
parallel to a stream (even an intermittent one) has to either be 
improved so a regular vehicle can drive on it, and culverts 
added, or the road has to be closed.  Anyone who has driven 
up the road past the old quarry knows it’s a scary road that 
will scratch up your vehicle.  For birders, the little parking 
area and walk-thru on Wenas Road will remain.  The vehicle 
access thru the gate a little to the west will also remain open.  
The road will be closed where it begins to climb alongside the 
creek in Hardy Canyon.  The bridge over Wenas Creek will be 
removed and replaced with a foot bridge.  All in all, the rule 
and the changes will better protect habitat.  Even though the 
creek there is usually dry, sediment falling from the road 
eventually is washed down into fish bearing water. 
 
Critical Areas Ordinance Update 
The Yakima County Commissioners ended their mark up of 
the proposed amendments to the Critical Areas Ordinance 
(CAO) following input at public hearings, and plan on passing 
amendments in September.  The amendment was initially pro-
posed to settle in part challenges to the 2007 CAO filed by 
Yakima Audubon, the Washington Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment, Futurewise (a state-wide environmental group), the Ya-
kama Nation, and some Upper Wenas property owners.  We 
challenged that the earlier CAO failed to provide protection 
for habitat associated with critical species, as required by state 
law.   
     While the originally proposed amendment would settle 
Yakima Audubon’s challenge, the Commissioners have 
elected to back track, specifically by allowing building of 
roads up to one-half mile long and clearing of up to one-half 
acre with no review for impact to critical areas.  And, while 
the Commissioners will include a map of critical habitat com-
prising the remaining shrub steppe in Yakima County with 
habitat value, they are adding and deleting words to imply the 
map doesn’t apply to private property, although the text of the 
ordinance taken together doesn’t really say that.  All in all, 
there’s enough backtracking that Yakima Audubon will be 

taking the issue to the Eastern Growth Management Hearings 
Board.  The Board can order a county to make changes, or can 
invalidate an out-of-compliance ordinance.  Our hearing date 
will be in early December.  I believe some of the other groups 
will also appeal – the parties need to see what the Commis-
sioners actually adopt, and that hasn’t happened yet. 
 
Wind Farm Siting 
A while ago, Betsy Bloomfield from The Nature Conservancy 
spoke at one of our monthly Audubon meetings about the sit-
ing of wind farms, and the need for the environmental com-
munity to get ahead of the curve by surveying location of 
critical species and obtaining baseline data so that cogent 
comment could be made when a new wind farm location is 
proposed.  Currently, once a project is proposed, there isn’t 
sufficient time in the process to obtain data to impact the  sit-
ing. 
     The autumn 2009 Nature Conservancy Magazine includes 
an article by Madeline Bodin, An Ill Wind: Wind power might 
slow global warming – but will all those windmills hurt na-
ture?  The article focuses on wind farms placed on native tall-
grass prairie in Kansas.  Only 4% of the original expanse of 
this prairie land remains, replaced by agriculture – much the 
same story as with shrub steppe here. 
     The article describes a wind farm built on an area called 
Flint Hills, one of the only remaining patches of tallgrass prai-
rie.  Bodin writes:  “When it was built, the Elk River project 
caught The Nature Conservancy’s team in Kansas by surprise. 
Since then, Rob Manes [The Nature Conservancy’s director of 
conservation in Kansas ]has been working overtime to steer 
wind farms away from the Flint Hills and other large, intact 
grasslands that make up much of the habitat for ground-
nesting birds, including imperiled species such as the lesser 
prairie chicken.”   
     Rob Manes has been participating with a group of industry, 
government and conservation groups working and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service regarding federal guidelines being 
developed for siting wind turbines.  As Bodin writes, the dis-
cussion has “brought the idea of a public database to the table. 
The database Manes has in mind not only would provide maps 
of important environmental data, such as critical habitat for 
endangered species, but also would designate wind-friendly 
areas where turbines and wildlife are less likely to be in con-
flict.  Manes is more concerned about habitat issues — 
whether the future of an entire species is put at risk, rather 
than how a few individuals are affected — or what he calls the 
“subpopulation” effects of wind turbines on wildlife. He sees, 
after all, how some species, such as sage grouse and the lesser 
prairie chicken, can be driven out of their habitats by wind 
development without a single bird ever touching a single tur-
bine blade.” 
 

Conservation continued on page 5 
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  ANGIE BEGOSH 
FIELD TRIPS 

Sep23  Wednesday Morning Bird Walk — Meet the group at the parking lot at the east end  
 of Valley Mall Blvd. at 8:00 am. 
Oct 14  Wednesday Morning Bird Walk — Meet the group at the parking lot at the east end of Valley Mall Blvd. at  
 8:00 am. 
Oct 17 Fort Simcoe and Medicine Valley — Journey out to the marvelous grove of Oregon White Oaks at historic Fort 
 Simcoe where Lewis’s Woodpeckers’s, surely one of the most charismatic of its clan, can be numerous.  Look for  
 other birds of oak woodlands such as White-breasted Nuthatch and Western Scrub Jay.  Meet leader Kerry Turley 
 at the Valley Mall parking lot just west of IHOP at 8:30 am. 
Oct 28 Wednesday Morning Bird Walk — Meet the group at the parking lot at the east end of Valley Mall Blvd. at  
 8:00 am. 
Nov 14 McNary NWR and Tri-Cities — This trip offers a superb opportunity to study a variety of waterfowl, including 
 geese, dabbling and diving ducks at McNary Pool at the refuge headquarters.  Birds of prey, gulls and songbirds 
 will also be looked for.  Meet leader Bill Drenguis at the Valley Mall parking lot just west of IHOP at 7:30 am. 

Please contribute for gas when you ride on field trips 
 

   With high gas prices it is important for all participants to contribute for gas.  Based on four people in a car, here are the totals per 
person:  100 miles driven on the trip — $5.00 each; 150 miles — $8.00 each, 200 miles — $10.00 each; 250 miles — $13.00 each; 
300 miles — $16.00each.  Please pay your share; if drivers have to pay most of the gas bill, they may quit driving.  

Please call the leader before the trip to let him/her know you are interested in going.  That 
way, if plans need to be changed, he/she can call you. Also, if no one calls, the leader will 
know to cancel the field trip and won’t be sitting around at the meeting place all alone!  Be 
sure to wear clothing appropriate for the weather and take lunch, snacks and beverages.  
Also please make a contribution to the driver for gas when you carpool.   

NOW & THEN, BIRDS AND MEN 
 RICHARD REPP 

      Flash back over one hundred years to the thoughts of W. Leon Dawson in his 1900 book, The Birds of Washington:  “…
but never while the hearts of men are set on peace, and the minds of men are alert to receive the impressions of the Infinite 
will there be too many birds to speak to eye and ear, and to minister to the hidden things of spirit.  The birds belong to the peo-
ple, not to a clique or a coterie, but to all the people as heirs and stewards of the 
good things of God." 
     And no, I am not trapped in a weird time warp.  The above paragraph was 
quoted in last month’s column; I’m so fond of it I decided to use it again as “too 
many birds” seem to be falling between the cracks locally judging by the sparse 
sightings reports of late. 
     Birds common to the Valley’s lowlands in winter are definitely on the move.  
On August 28, Andy Stepniewski turned up his first yard Dark-eyed Junco and 
Townsend’s Solitaire of the season in Parker Heights.  On Sep 11, three White-
crowned Sparrows were cavorting in the 18th Avenue yard of Stan and Lori 
Isley. 
     Though there is certainly nothing laborious about a Merlin’s flight, one turned 
up in my 37th Avenue neighborhood on Sep 7, Labor Day.  In Pete Dunne’s     
Essential Field Guide Companion  (2006), the aforementioned Pete states,  “…
very few creatures covered with feathers and smaller than a pigeon want to be 
near a Merlin.”  Small birds are the bulk of the Merlin’s diet and it is “particularly 
fond of flocking species, which it commonly secures in the air.”  Pete remarks, 
“The expression is mean—real mean” and Merlins are “downright hostile towards 
other raptors.” 
     On Aug 30, at Scott Downes’ home near 50th and Englewood Avenues, an 
Anna’s  Hummingbird  sipped  at  a  feeder also frequented by a Calliope Hum- 
 

“Now & Then, Birds and Men” continued on page 5 

Merlin 
Photo by Mike Roper 
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“Now and Then, Birds and Men” continued from page 4 
 
mer.  Kenn Kaufman’s 1996 book, The Lives of North American Birds, points out that,  “This hardy little bird is a permanent 
resident along our Pacific coast, staying through the winter in many areas where no other hummingbirds are present.  In recent 
decades it has expanded its range, probably helped along by the flowers and feeders in suburban gardens.  It now nests north to 
British Columbia.”  While Anna’s do not breed in the Yakima Valley, they 
have been noted on many of YVAS’s Christmas Bird Counts. 
     August seemed to be a good month for lowland Band-tailed Pigeon.  
Denny Granstrand dutifully grabbed one for his yard list early in the 
month and Scott Ray respectfully snared another pied-billed pigeon flying 
along Hwy 12 near Rowe Fruit at mid-month.   Birds in flight pose little 
challenge for Scott as he lassoed a couple Western Scrub Jays sailing 
east over the Poppoff Trail early in September. 
     Wenas Lake is staking claim to the month’s hottest hot spot.  On Aug 
17, a Black Tern was eBirded near the dam by Richard Repp.  Andy 
Stepniewski muses in his 1998 book, The Birds of Yakima County, Wash-
ington, that although Black Terns were known to breed in the county prior 
to the Great Depression, “It has since disappeared for unknown reasons, 
though the marshes where it once bred still exist (Byron Ponds) and are 
protected as a state wildlife area.”  In their 1940 book, Birds of the Pacific 
Northwest, Ira N. Gabrielson and Stanley G. Jewett wax a bit poetic on 
this tern’s virtues,  “In any plumage, this is a dainty, lovable inhabitant of 
the marshes.  It has something of the swallow about it, darting, twisting, 
and turning about the tops to the tules, from which it expertly picks the 
insects that from a large part of its food.  Few people can watch it without getting a thrill as it winnows the marshes on grace-
ful wings.  It is such an expert on the wing and performs so easily that it is most impressive.” 
     But perhaps this month’s most prestigious Wenas wonder was weaned on Aug 23 by Jim Christensen.  Short-billed 
Dowitchers, according to shorebird expert Dennis Paulson in his 1993 book, Shorebirds of the Pacific Northwest, are 
“primarily a bird of salt water” As the almost identical in appearance Long-billed Dowitcher frequents inland fresh water “…

the smattering of records (of Short-billed) from eastern 
Washington are mostly sight records, of which older ones, 
especially, are dubious”.  ,” Dennis continues,  “The best 
‘field mark’ for all plumages is the call.  “Short-billed seem 
almost invariably to call tututu, a staccato series of low, mu-
sical notes…Long-billed typically call keek or peep, a single 
much higher note.”  Jim not only heard the dowitcher call, 
but he was able to document the record with excellent photo-
graphs.  The diagnostic brighter feather colors of the juvenal 
plumage of the Short-billed Dowitchers are aptly captured in 
Jim’s portraits. 
     Have all the birds in Yakima disappeared or dramatically 
decreased in number?  Or have usually reliable observers 
(that’s YOU, by the way) been lax in sharing sightings?  Fall 
migration is upon us.  Many species will be returning to win-
ter; others will just be passing through to southern points.  
Please e-mail me with your bird sightings at 
Rich71@aol,com or phone me at 965-1134.  Better yet, if 
you use the Internet, post your reports to BirdYak. 
 

     

Band-tailed Pigeon 
Photo by Denny Granstrand 

Conservation continued from page 3 
 

Closer to home, anecdotal evidence runs both ways.  At the Wild Horse Wind Farm east of Ellensburg, workers found a sage 
grouse nest at the base of a wind tower.  Others have suggested that a line of towers acts as a barrier to sage grouse migrating to 
new habitat.  With  the Wild Horse project and another approved wind farm between the Vantage Highway and I-90, to the extent 
wind farms do act as barriers for sage grouse, the Whiskey Dick shrub steppe is being effectively fenced off. 
     The Nature Conservancy article is thoughtful and should be read.  It’s online at http://www.nature.org/magazine/autumn2009/
features/. 
 

            — Michael Martin — 
               Conservation Chair 

Short-billed Dowitcher at Wenas Lake 
Photo by Jim Christensen 
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     The trail is a string of nest boxes beginning at the end of 
the pavement on North Wenas Road and stretching 13 miles 
to the intersection of Durr Road just above Ellensburg.  Es-
tablished by YVAS members in 1982, the trail now consists 
of 132 boxes. 
In 1994, the trail was named in honor of Virginia and Harold 
Vredenburgh to recognize their years of tireless devotion to 
help bluebirds flourish in Yakima County. 
     Once again a cool spring resulted in most nest occupants 
waiting until late May before laying clutches of eggs.  The 
result was a huge surge of nestlings popping up in June.  The 
monitor sheets divide the trail into four sections of 33 boxes 
each.  On June 15, monitors on the third leg encountered a 
string of 23 consecutive boxes (#65 through #87) with nes-
tlings inside.  The third leg went on to produce 177 fledg-
lings, 33 more than any of the other three sections. 
     Last year’s total of 569 fledged bluebirds was an all time 
record for the Vredenburgh Trail.  This year’s initial surge 
during June was great enough to enable the bluebirds to 
smash that record with the bluebird fledge total hitting 577. 
     Look for our annual recap for each box in the October 
Crier. 
                                                           — Richard Repp — 

Vredenburgh Trail, Slow 
Start But Another Record 

 WEBB* MOBB* BB sp* BB total 

1982 72 54  126 

1983 125 66  191 

1984 144 133  277 

1985 115 82 17 214 

1986 259 150  409 

1987 299 209  508 

1988 311 151  462 

1989 319 148  467 

1990 304 118  422 

1991 204 87  291 

1992 211 147  358 

1993 267 125  392 

1994 310 167  477 

1995 258 128  386 

1996 319 152  471 

1997 413 120  533 

1998 347 141 62 550 

1999 276 118 7 401 

2000 383 115 44 542 

2001 347 105 6 458 

2002 315 81 59 455 

2003 283 93 19 395 

2004 332 90 17 439 

2005 320 16  336 

2006 235 66  301 

2007 334 91  425 

2008 518 51  569 

TOTAL 7620 3004 231 10855 

2009 504 74  578 
Juvenile Western Bluebird 

Photo by George Vlahakis 

     Yakima Valley Libraries has selected Dashiell Hammett’s 
“The Maltese Falcon” for it’s Big Read selection.  Free copies 
of the book will be available at public libraries throughout the 
county in late September, and a number of discussion groups 
and events will tie in to the program in October.  Since the 
book has a bird in the title, and since we really do have fal-
cons in Yakima County (unlike with last year’s selection “To 

Kill a Mockingbird”), and since I’m a librarian in my day job, 
we will have a bird walk at Yakima Sportsman Park on Satur-
day, October 10 at 9 am.  This walk is especially targeted to 
families, and we will have special treats for kids.  Meet at the 
pond on the north side of park. 
 
                        — Michael Martin — 

Bird walk for the “Big Read”, sponsored by the Yakima Valley Libraries 
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Use the following form for membership in the Yakima Valley Audubon Society.  A separate membership is required for 
the National Audubon Society.  Please use the form sent to you for renewal of your National Audubon Society member-
ship.  Current membership will be honored until their expiration date.  At the time of the renewal of your National Audu-
bon Society membership you will need to send in a membership to the Yakima Valley Audubon Society in order to con-
tinue to receive the Calliope Crier and other local membership benefits. 

 
YVAS MEMBERSHIP 

 
Join or renew your annual membership to the Yakima Valley Audubon Society to receive ten issues of the Calliope Crier 
and all chapter membership benefits.  National Audubon membership and Audubon Magazine are not included with your 
YVAS membership. 
 
Yakima Valley Audubon Membership ………………………………….. $25 
Yakima Valley Audubon Senior (62+)/Student Membership ……………$15 
 
___ I do not wish to receive any solicitation or communications from NAS (please check if applicable) 

NAME _____________________________________________  PHONE ____________________ 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________ 
CITY __________________________________________ STATE _____  ZIP ________________ 
 
Please make your check payable to:  Yakima Valley Audubon Society 
 
 
First time members can use the following form for an introductory membership that includes membership in both the 
Yakima Valley Audubon Society and the National Audubon Society.  You will be assigned to your local chapter when 
you join National Audubon.  Please use this form so that Yakima Valley Audubon will receive the full first year dues.  
After the first year, a separate membership renewal will be required for the Yakima Valley Audubon Society or for you to 
continue to receive the Calliope Crier.  After the first year, you will need to use the renewal form sent to you by the Na-
tional Audubon Society to renew your membership with the National Audubon Society. 
 
 

INTRODUCTORY NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 
 
New members receive membership in the National Audubon Society and the Yakima Valley Audubon Society for the first 
year with a combined introductory membership.  You will receive ten issues of the Calliope Crier and four issues of 
Audubon Magazine. 
 
Introductory Membership …………………………………..$20 
Introductory Senior (62+)/Student Rate …………………….$15 
 
NAME ____________________________________________  PHONE _____________________ 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________ 
CITY ____________________________________________ STATE _____ ZIP ______________ 
 
Please make your check payable to:  National Audubon Society                                                                     C9ZY090Z 
 
 
Send the form and your check to :       YVAS Membership 
     P.O. Box 2823 
     Yakima, WA  98907-2823 
 
 
If you have any questions,  please call 248-1963.   
 



The Yakima Valley Audubon Society meets on the fourth Thursday of January, February, March, April, May, August, September, and 
October at 7 pm at the Yakima Area Arboretum, located at 1401 Arboretum Drive, Yakima, WA.  Guests are welcome at these meetings.  
The Annual Meeting of the Society is held the first Thursday of December at 6 pm.  The Board of Directors meets each month except 
December at 7 pm at locations announced in the Calliope Crier.  Members may attend Board meetings; however, please notify the host 
because of possible space restrictions. 

2009 YAKIMA VALLEY AUDUBON OFFICERS AND BOARD 

 President Kerry Turley 837-6930 
  (kdturley@bentonrea.com) 
President-elect Bill Drenguis 965-5808

(DRENGUIS@aol.com   
Vice President Open  
Secretary Vera Backstrom  
  
Treasurer Ellen Stepniewski 877-6639 
 (steppie@nwinfo.net) 
Directors: Angie Begosh 834-1528 
  (mollybot@hotmail.com) 
 Jan Gano 966-4539 
 (gano12@earthlink.net) 
  Bob Wahl 452-9183 
 (reljwahl@msn.com) 
 
Standing (Voting) Committee Chairs: 
Audubon Hoegar Preserve Leslie Wahl 452-9183 
  (reljwahl@msn.com) 
Audubon Refuge Keeper Kerry Turley                           837-6930  

 (kdturley@bentonrea.com) 
Bluebird Trail  Richard Repp                           965-1134 
  (Rich712@aol.com) 
Conservation Michael Martin 698-4430

 (selahlibraryguy@gmail.com) 
Education Elizabeth Bohn                          901-1886

(elizabethbohn@yahoo.com) 
Field Trips Larry Robinson          658-2918 
 (laris430@yahoo.com) 
Fund Raising Dan Kinney 452-3260 
 (insur3@charter.net) 
 

President Bill Drenguis 965-5808
(DRENGUIS@aol.com   

Vice President Open 
Past-president Kerry Turley 837-6930 
  (kdturley@embarq.com)  
Secretary Vera Backstrom 653-1174

(mvw_327@msn.com)   
Treasurer Ellen Stepniewski 877-6639 
 (steppie@nwinfo.net) 
Directors: Angie Begosh 834-1528 
  (mollybot5@hotmail.com) 
 Jan Gano 966-4539 
 (gano12@earthlink.net) 
  Bob Wahl 452-9183 
 (reljwahl@msn.com) 
 
Standing (Voting) Committee Chairs: 
Audubon Hoegar Preserve Leslie Wahl 452-9183 
  (reljwahl@msn.com) 
Audubon Refuge Keeper Kerry Turley                           837-6930  

 (kdturley@embarq.com) 
Bluebird Trail  Richard Repp                           965-1134 
  (Rich712@aol.com) 
Conservation Michael Martin 698-4430

 (selahlibraryguy@gmail.com) 
Education Elizabeth Bohn                          901-1886

(elizabethbohn@yahoo.com) 
Field Trips Angie Begosh 834-1528 
  (mollybot5@hotmail.com) 
Fund Raising Dan Kinney 452-3260 
 (insur3@charter.net) 
 

Membership Debie Brown 248-3878 
 Sturnella@aol.com 
Newsletter Denny Granstrand           453-2500 
  (dgranstrand@charter.net) 
Programs Andy Stepniewski 877-6639

 (steppie@nwinfo.net) 
Special Committees: 
Bird Rehabilitator Connie Hughes 457-5661 
    (CHbirdlady@msn.com)   
Bird Reports Richard Repp 965-1134 
 (Rich712@aolcom) 
Bluebird Trail  Bettie Soden  453-8185 
  (sponsorship records)  
Courtesy Open 
Important Bird Areas John Hebert 965-8235 
 hejohn1126@msn.com 
Newsletter Mailing Joyce Lucas           966-8115 
 (ajbirds@aol.com) 
Publicity Angie Begosh 834-1528 
  (mollybot5@hotmail.com) 
Social Open 
Volunteer Recognition vacant 
Webmaster John Hebert 965-8235 
 (hejohn1126@msn.com) 
Website www.yakimaaudubon.org 
Toppenish NWR CBC Andy Stepniewski 877-6639 
 (steppie@nwinfo.net) 
Yakima Valley CBC Denny Granstrand 453-2500 
 (dgranstrand@charter.net) 
Yakima Valley Audubon Voice Mail           248-1963 

Black and White Warbler at Point Pelee, Ontario 
Photo by George Vlahakis 


