3= Calliope Crier

The Yakima Valley Audubon Society is people dedicated to the enjoyment and preservation
of the natural world. Through birding, education and conservation activities in our community,
we raise awareness and promote the cause of global environmental protection.

JUNE/JULY PROGRAM ?7?
THE ALTERNATIVES

July 13 Board Meeting and Pizzaat Denny 6s Gr 0
house(2011 S. 47th Ave., 453500) at7:00 pm A it Tris'Cdtrer . ..

YVAS CALENDAR

Field Trips We normally feature the Prog
; the program for the coming chapter meeting in this space.
July 14 Wednesday Bird WalkMeet the group at the A V\FIJ (?0 not have meetinggs duriFrJ1 the sum?n rbreakaune
O Sy A " J Lot @ t. R1|0J @’r e 2@ @n%o%radma E}gﬂ ko"aflend 1bcHl Bvents
east of Sherman Park and the Animal Shelter) at 7:3 caturing a YVAS booth
am.

First up will be the 28 annual Folklife Festival at the
Yakima Valley Museum and the adjoining Franklin Park on
July 9 thru 11. Free admission and music on four stages as
well as a plethora of art, craft and food vendors. Numerous
activities will entertain children.

The YVAS booth at Folklife needs volunteers for Satur-
day and Sunday. This is your chance to spend four hours
sharing birds and Audubon with the finest people in the

Jul 30- Aug 1 Ptarmigan Search to CascadeSar camping.
Contact Andyor Ellen Stepniewski 876639 to
reserve a spot.

Aug 11 Wenas Lake for ShorebirddVieet leader Andy
Stepniewski at 5:00 pm at 40th AverRBart parking

lot. Valley. If you are interested in helping, call Bob Wahl at
oL 452-9183 or emaiteljwahl@msn.com
Other Activities of Interest Full details for this events activities can be found at http//
July 9-11: Folklife Festivald See page 1. www.yakimafolKlife.org/.
July 17: Nile Valley Daysd See page 1. Next up will be Nile Valley Days on July 17 & 18. This

event is packed with fun family activities and games with a
woodsman theme (spike drive, crasg saw, wood split-

ting, etc.) in a rustic setting at Jim Sprick Park. Food and
. ~ toss and live entertainment.
President6s Report 2 Nile Valley residents and YVAS members Doris and
2 Larry Robinson will be hosting the Audubon booth so be
5 sure to stop by to chat.
Jim Sprick Community Park is nestled in the scenic Cas-
Experimental Washington State Grazing 3 cade Mountains on Hwy 410 about 14 miles west of the
3
4

Membership Update

Observing Wild Birds and Animals

junction with Hwy 12. Links for additional details can be

Audubon and the Spill found at: http://www.nachesvalleychamber.com/

Field Trips
Birds & Words, Photos and Kudos 4,5 Donot succumb to the summer
: Step up; step out; get down;
Birdathon Thank You 6 .
- : get involved!
Vredenburgh Bluebird Trail Recap 6
Membership Forms 7
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PRESIDENT& REPORT MEMBERSHIP
BiLL DRENGUIS DEBIE BROWN

§l The Prez Sez:lt certainly has been great birdyye|come New YVAS Members!
® ing. Last week at Cowiche Canyon, | think | saWeattle:  Jennifer Kauffman

all the medium sized yellow migrants that Weakima:  Patrick and Dina Bayer, Terry and Sherri
have. While trying to get my new puppy to heel, Dahlin, Karen Ireland, Dave Myllenbeck,
| saw orioles, tanagers, chats, black headed gros- Jenny Snyder

b= beaks, and western kingbirds. | guess that |
' = needed an ash throated flycatcher to complglgsnk You for renewing your
the list, but | was delighted with what can be seen so easily thgijg g Membership!

so close by. Earlier this week, | had the good fortune to go onw4kima:  Joyce Hernandez, Karen Hyatt, Gail Lar-

field trip to Conboy NWR by Goldendale. What a spectacular son, Dan KinneyDon Sattler, Lenore
sitel. We had over 50 species and fantastic views of Mt Adams. Scott, Rebecca BueSilsbee, George &
missed Jeff Kozma's woodpecker trip, but | keep hearing that it Susan Vlahakis

was very fruitful. The Bobolink study at Toppenish NWR is ig|gh: Angie Begosh, Joy McKinney, Gus &
full swing. One component of the study is working with high Mary Pooler, Connie Rockwell

school students (I think it is harder to get them to heel than i{ighes:  Vera Backstrom

my puppy) Tieton:  Sandra Wasson

Unfortunately, the excitement of Spring birding in Yakima igppenish: Sister Kathleen Ross
diminished by the continuing (and growing) crisis of the oil spill.

Our chapter has made a donation for wildlife relief, but thispg.ase note that the above membership renewals are for
going to be an ongoing problem for the foreseeable future. v akima Valley Audubon membership. Renewals to

A Retmember, no chapter meetings in June or July. See yoNdfional Audubon are separate and are not listed here.
ugust.

William Beebe's 12 Rules for Observing Wild Birds and Animals in the Forest

An explorer in the deep sea must provide himself with breathable air and a metal shell to withstand the terrific pressur:
For a successful study of forest wildlife the human intruder must be cloaked in silence, be as motionless as possible as w
as mute. With eyes, ears, and nostrils he must be ready to register and record everything that can be detected by his im|
fect senses. Two items of equipment are a pair of binoculars and a good squeaker, or bird call, judiciously used. Here ar
dozen rules for jungle watching (some of which can be applied to birding):

Move only when the wind blows and moves the leaves.

When a wild creature is near, keep eyes partly closed. Animals do not like to be stared at.

Hold hands high so that any movement is down, as leaves fall.

When listening to faint sounds, keep mouth slightly open (as lovers of music do in the top gallery of the opera).

. Drab clothes are the best, but a scarlet or blue shirt will do no harm if one keeps still. It is movement, notidwolor, wh
frightens wildlife.

6. If sand flies or mosquitoes are bad, do not be ashamed to use a repellent. A dozen mosquitoes biting at once may dist
the toughest observer.

7. When approaching a singing bird, take a step during each song; many birds will not notice.

8. Learn to squat East Indian fashion. It allows two slight shifts which alternately ease all muscles, and keeps gbur clear
wet surfaces and bete rouge (red bug).

9. When squatting, hold binoculars close to nose, so they can be shifted to eyes with a minimum of motion.

10. Don't trust your eyes or memory when you can check and recheck.

11. A sudden yell or gunshot frightens wild birds for a few seconds, but the effect of a cough or a sneeze will last muc
longer.

12. A low monotone in speaking is less disturbing than a hissing whisper.

arwONBE

In jungle work one person is a necessity, two are a crowd. The only use for three or four persons is to have them wa
ahead in single file, and for you yourself suddenly to stop and squat motionless, and have the others go on. Animals cant
count , and you may escape nhotice by some of the hundre
trips with ten or twelve people traipsing along!)

This came to us from Tweeters.



Experimental Washington state grazing program put on hold
By Lynda V. Mapes, Seattle Times staff reporter, June 5, 2010

A controversial cattlgrazing program on state wildlife lands has been put on hold for the 2010 season after a sharp
rebuke by a Superior Court judge.

The experimental Department of Fish and Wildlife grazing program, begun in 2005 in Southeast Washington, drew
criticism from conservationists concerned about damage to native plants, streams and threatened fish runs. The Western
Watershed Project, based in Hailey, Idaho, sued in 2008, challenging permits for the pidgreston County Superior
Court Judge Paula Casey ruled last month that the department had no scientific basis for granting permits for grazing the
lands on the promise that the program would benefit wildlife, including elk. The theory was that grazing cattle would
stimulate growth of grasses and other plants that wildlife, such as elk, could eat.

AAs | began to review the record, I was qui
departmentés own scientists had very harsh cri
about the plan Ainstead of responding with any scient.i
seemed more about minimizing the effect of the warning

Since the ruling, the department has decided to rest the lands grazed undeattesl $2ilot Grazing Program. No deci-
sion has been announced at the department as to whethe

A second, separate grazing effort in Kittitas County is also on hold for lack of funding and staff. That effort isealso und
challenge by the same group.

Phil Anderson, who recently became director of the agédoey after the experimental program startaldd the depart-
ment is going to take a step back and assess the pilot program before continuing it. For now, he says, he does ot favor ini
ating any more grazing on lands that have not been grazed in the past 10 years, as the pilot program allowed.

AThere were a | ot of | essors vliedrome dnain aggeeird iJne it rhief ere g
shored up the research better at the beginning, o6 she s
t hat were steep, near streams with protected fishd and
plant, Spaldingés catchfly.

The pilot program was started with the support of Gov
sociation. In November 2005, the department signed an agreement with the cattlemen to launch the experimental program
allowing the cattlemen to run their cows on public wildlife lands at no charge.

The Legislature appropriated hundreds of thousands of dollars for the program. Agency staffers put in nearly 4,000 hour
on grazing plans, attending meetings, monitoring, and herding cattle. They installed more than 5 miles of fence, nearly 3
miles of pipeline and five troughs on wildlife lands.

The department had some bad luck and bad outcomes. Two employees were severely injured while stringing fencing.
And the statebs own reports on the program found misst
letting them graze too long in one place, damaging habitat.

te shocked
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Audubon and The Spill

I n spite of scientific evidence
Audubon set up a temporary volunteer mobilization center on May 8,
including wildlife transport facilitators who will help move oiled and
injured birds, as well as wildlife recovery and general cleanup and moni-
bt %ﬁ toring operations on the Louisiana coast.

Greg Butcher, Audubonés Director
been inspiring to see so many pedptgovernment employees, Audubon
W employees and volunteers, and many otfievgorking together to re-

>$ - build the natur al Louisiana <coast
= broader ecological context, saying
—_— S 3 ~ contributing to wetland disappearance are 1) the-engimeering of the
g 3 = Mississippi River, which causes sediments to be deposited in the deep
B Gulf of Mexico rather than along the coast where they could help build
Dolphins at Risk From BP Oil wetlands and barrier islands, and 2)-&el rise that helps water over

top the wetlands and increases the damage caused by storms. Audubon
is focused on lorerm wetlands recovery. We are also here to address the (relatively)eshogffort the oil spill de-
mands. 0O
Beyond the immediate emergency, it will take a long term commitment to conservation to restore a fully vibrant and
healthy gulf coast ecosystem.



Please call the leader before the trip to let him/her know you are interested in golimgit
way, if plans need to be changed, he/she can call you. Also, if no one calls or #raails "y

|l eader

alone! Be sure to wear clothing appropriate for the weather and take lunch, snacks and
beverages Also please make a contribution to the driver for gas when you carpool.

FIELD TRIPS 2
ANGIE BEGOSH g

will know to cancel the field trip\ Ao ot be

If no one calls, the leader may decide to sleep in. That may will leave you
standing in a parking lot by yourself.

July 9-11
July 14

July 17
July 30 Aug 1

August 11

Folk Life Festival 8 Franklin Park. For more information, see page 1. Contact Bob Wah|-8t1832
Wednesday Morning Bird Walkd Meet t he group at the Greenway
(just east of Sherman Park and the Animal Shelter) at 7:30 am. We will walk south along the Greenway
Path to the vicinity of the Sparrow Patch South location...approximately 1.25 miles. Birds of summer
should be evident along this riparian corridor.

Nile Valley Daysd For more information, see page 1. Contact Larry Robinson a2 %58

Annual Ptarmigan Searchto Cascaded Ya ki ma Audubondés now -milkd ual
Ptarmigan in alpine areas of Yakima Countiis year we are heading to Bird Creek Meadows on Mt.
Adams. We plan on car camping and doing hikes up to the edge of the glaciers where we might, just
might, blunder onto ptarmigarEven without sighting the elusive ptarmigan, Bird Creek boasts fabulous
flower meadows and views, plus there are many birds tied to the subalpine tree groves and thickets.
Contact Andyor Ellen Stepniewski 878639 or email steppie @nwinfo.net

Wenas Lake for Shorebirdsd Mid-August is a good time to check out the fall migration of
shorebirds in eastern Washingtorhis evening trip will focus on identification of this approachable but
challenging groupMeet at5:00 pm at the 40th Ave. Bilart parking lot. Contact Andy Stepniewski

at 8776639.

The dictionary defines yardbird as a convict or a military recruit assigned to

BIRDS & WORDS, PHOTOS & KUDOS
RICHARD REPP

duties. Woe to the nebirder! Auduboners know that a yard bird is a feathered vi
invited or not, to the visual latitude surrounding our abodes. Some are common
are colorful but most are welcome diversions from the convolutions of life. While
of the species in the ensuing entourage have avoided detection at my yard, the p
tomorrow springs eternal.

And what is more eternal in global warming than a thermal. And that is exactly :
Betty Petersonspotted thirteefurkey Vultures playing over Cowiche Canyon Road”

Part of the beauty of yard birds is thatRedGosspill can be

as your own. Thufed Crossbillsforaging in hemlock and spruce trees next door to Photo by
Scott DBEwglswsod address became Scott s Cegggylahakiso | 4
cause it is rare. Birds that infrequently visit our yards also acquire added value. When
St an leyes neinted a brilliant turquoidazuli Bunting at their 18' Ave home, wifeLori lamented losing out. But
Lazulis, like lightning, can strike twice. Days later, lilacs lisped Lazuli song just for Lori.

Days evolve into weeks, months and years. In September ofd98& wa i n s o rihdlled D&bie rBrowntas a new

addition to her Konnowac Pass yard list. Twelotyr years later, this thrush found its way back in late May to once again

del i ght

Debi e. Al s o add iRedgyed\tGreagAnd mousing abouBhe yardrosedevehinge e s

Birds & Words, Photos & Kudos  continued on page 5
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Birds & Words, Photos & Kudos  continued from page 4

were fourBarn Owls. It should be illegal for one yard to harbor so many fugi-

tives, yet Debiebdbs I|ist is |l onger than the arm of the
And that brings us to a species that meriStgphen ColbertWag of the

Finger. Out in SawyeiSue and Bill Ericksenrecently augmented their bird

catalog with arEurasian Collared-Dove. TheBirds of North America Online

of fers: AOne of many successful species introduced t

fauna in recent history, the Eurasian Collabml/e was first released in the

New World on New Providence, Bahamas, in the-t8@0s. Since its introduc-

tion, this dove has spread quickly across the North American continent. The

success of the Eurasian Collafedve here can be attributed to the wide avail-

ability of seed offered by backyard bird feeders. In addition, the increasing trend

of planting trees in urban and suburban habitats provides nesting and roosting Eurasian Collared -Dove

sites for this species. Although less common in rural habitats, the Eurasian Col- Photo by

laredDove wil |l popul ate these areas wh e nloseph\bighek or wast e

BNAO describes t he dszededova,snost eadiySdcage k vy , medi um

nized by black collar on back of neck and squared tail. Most often confused with similar domesticated RingBdveyrtle

a common caged bird with frequent escapes and/or releases. Hybrids between EurasiarDooksradd Ringed Turtle

Doves in wild populations have been reported. Eurasian Collzogd distinguished from Ringed Turi@ove and most

hybrids by gray versus white vefgathers, undersurface of outermost rectrix black on proximathirds of outer web

(hybrids either have no black on -natercwkb. or | abk Mot

Aadvertising c o0-KQO&kookwith a pronaincedlermphasis onkhe middle syllable. Males will repeat this

call three to twelve times in susession from a high perch. If you have not seen one in your neighborhood, you likely hav

heard one.

The birds that pleasure pause in our yards are a source of great joy. However the diversity
does not match what is available throughout Yakima County. If you are yearning to expand
your personal list of sightings, consider going on YVAS field trips. Contemplate the gems un-
covered on this Jpfakozmaanoually leadsa trip tatgetimggveodpeckers.
This year the group visited a recent burn high along Bethel Ridge. Within 15 minutes of step-
ping out of vehicles, the group went Lady Gaga googling ap&itiol | i amsondas Sap
well as elusiveBlack-backed and American Treetoed Woodpeckers Bill Drenguis and
Ralph Rogersteamed up to treat trip participants to Conboy National Wildlife Refuge to a total
of 53 species includinBileated WoodpeckerandbabyGreater Sandhill Craneg hel | o, vy
wonoét find those babies in Othello! A rain
led by lessefight Richard Repp, allowedJim Christensento locate a nestinBock Wren that
he was able to photograph on a return visit. And return visits may be the true value of field trips.
Most trips preview areas that you may visit on your own as often as you wish. Each ensuing
exploration holds the potential for new discoveries and/or prolonged studies of species and habi-
tats that are of interest you

American Three -toed As an exampleKelly Kindelspire caught sight of &reat Egret along Toppenish Creek
Woodpecker near Lateral C on May 19. One month later, a YVAS field trip ventured to that location and
Photo by relocated, not only Kelly, but also the egret. Even
George Vlahakis

better, the flying egret led eyes to a nest where a

second egret loomed. Thus the first nesting attempt of Great Egrets in Yakima

County was documented. According to Seattle Audubono:
ciesbd6 Washington State breeding range is almost wholly
holes area of Grant and Adams Counties. On the Great Egret, BNAO offers:

i éthe decimation of populations of this species and other wading birds during

the early twentieth century by overhunting helped spark the formation of con-

servation and environmental organizations, as well as of laws protecting these

birds. Indeed, the Great Egret is the organizational symbol for one of the oldest

such groups in the United States, t he National Audubc

Audubondés symbol has come home to roost, er, nest in
Please email me your bird sightinggiah712@aol.conor call me at Great Egret

9651134, Photo by

George Vlahakis
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