2008 
YAKIMA VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD TRIPS

Yakima Valley Audubon Society fieldtrips for 2008 are presented here. Remove this handout from The Crier and keep it handy for reference.

Several short trips each month will be taken to sites in Yakima. Most often these will be to the Poppoff Trail on the Yakima Area Greenway. These outings on a paved or smooth path and offer an easy, close-to-town opportunity to see lots of birds in a natural setting. These trips typically last just a few hours. A variety of interesting waterfowl, birds of prey, and songbirds are easily seen on these walks. Watch for dates and times in each issue of The Crier. Unless stated otherwise, the meeting place for these walks is at the east end of Valley Mall Boulevard (Take I-82 to Exit 34, then go east to parking for Helen Jewett Pathway). Meeting time is 8 a.m. except 9 a.m. in winter. Remember, it is a very good idea to check The Crier as occasionally these trips will visit other areas, such as Sportsman State Park or Cowiche Canyon. 

 January 27 (Sun.). Columbia River and (possibly) Horse Heaven Hills. An all-day trip to the Columbia River hot spots such as Maryhill State Park and Lyle. We’ll target waterfowl, Acorn Woodpecker, and sparrows (including Harris’s). If conditions look okay, we will return via Rock Creek and the Horse Heaven Hills in southernmost Yakima County. We’ll target winter birds such as Lapland Longspur, Snow Bunting, and Short-eared Owls. Leader: Andy Stepniewski. (877-6639). Meet 7:30 a.m. at IHOP (west side parking lot) on Valley Mall Blvd.

February 9 (Sat.). McNary NWR and Tri-Cities birding.  This trip offers a superb opportunity to study a variety of waterfowl, including geese, dabbling, and diving ducks at McNary Pool at the refuge at the height of waterfowl migration. Birds of prey, gulls, and songbirds will also be looked for. Leader: Bill Drenguis, phone 965-5808.  Meet 7:30 a.m. west side of IHOP, Valley Mall Blvd.

February 15-18 (Fri night thru Monday). Skagit and Samish Flats. Yakima Valley Audubon Society heads over to northwest Washington’s Skagit and Samish Flats, the states premier winter birding area. This is a repeat of the great trip we had there in February 2004. It’s high time to hit this superb area again!

We will search the Skagit Flats for spectacular concentrations of waterfowl for Trumpeter (by the hundreds) and Tundra Swans, Snow Geese (by the thousands), and many other species. We’ll also try to coax into view a variety of sparrows, “little brown jobs,” that hide in the thickets. Forest birds will not be neglected. 

Nearby are the Samish Flats. There is no better place to observe wintering birds of prey in Washington than this area of wet farm fields. Gyrfalcon is the prize, and we’ll make a special effort to find one. Bald Eagles are everywhere, as are Northern Harriers and Red-tailed Hawks. Lesser numbers of Rough-legged Hawks, Merlins, and Peregrines, and an Accipiter or two can be expected.  Short-eared Owls should be seen hunting the weedy fields.

We will also inspect the waters at the edge of the San Juan Islands ecosystem for species associated with deeper waters such as loons, grebes, murres, and murrelets, and those of the rocky shores such as Harlequin Duck and Black Oystercatcher.

If tides cooperate, we may venture down Whidbey Island to Penn Cove where “rockpipers” and flotillas of bay ducks winter.

We will stay at the Best Western College Way Inn in Mount Vernon February 15 -17th (1-800-793-4024). Go west from I-5 at Exit 227 a few hundred yards. You will need to make your own reservations. We have a group rate of  about $65.00 (we are trying to negotiate less) ,which includes a continental breakfast. State you are with the Yakima Valley Audubon Society to obtain the discounted rate. We will dine Saturday and Sunday night at a Mt. Vernon restaurant where we will recap the day’s sightings and plan the following day.  We should be able to accommodate folks wanting to arrive Saturday mid-morning or leave Sunday afternoon. Andy can help with organizing car pools and will possibly assist in finding you a roommate if you desire. Plan on sharing car expenses if you are riding with someone.  We will begin the return trip by 3 PM on Monday, arriving in Yakima about 8 PM (weather can alter this plan).

Contact Andy Stepniewski by e-mail or phone for more information and to sign-up for this trip.

Continental breakfast starts at 6 AM, let’s meet ready to go at 7 AM. Bring your own lunch stuff for both days, including drinks. We will make pit stops.

February 15-18 (Fri. – Mon.)
Great Backyard Bird Count.  See The Crier for details.

March 8. Black Rock Valley to Vantage Loop. An all-day trip east through the Black Rock Valley targeting raptors, then down to the Columbia River to Priest Rapids Lake and Wanapum Reservoir, both great for waterbirds. Finally, a check of the cliffs and trees around Vantage for birds of prey and sdongbirds. Leader. Denny Granstrand. 453-2500 (Home), or 952-2550, Cell).

March 22 (Sat.). Birding Class: Raptors.  A morning class to familiarize you with birds of prey. South-central Washington is rich in birds of prey, with 18 species occurring regularly and several more as rare visitors. An astonishing 15 species of owls are also present making this area among the top parts of North America for nocturnal birds of prey. A slide program will introduce the various groups: Accipiters, Buteos, sea eagles, Aquila eagles, and falcons, followed by the major groups of owls We’ll dump vultures into the birds of prey too, though these are now regarded as related more to certain waterbirds (!). Class presentation followed by an afternoon road trip through the Yakima River Canyon into the Kittitas Valley. Sponsored by the Yakima Area Arboretum. Instructor: Andy Stepniewski.  Sign-up through the arboretum. (248-7337).

March 17 (Sat.). Fort Simcoe and Medicine Valley.  A half-day trip to the Lower Yakima Valley. Fort Simcoe boasts the regions largest grove of Garry Oaks, attractive to Lewis’s Woodpeckers and White-breasted Nuthatches. Nearby Medicine Valley is great for raptors. This tour is especially good for those wanting to sharpen their identification skills with birds of prey with an expert on raptors. Leader:  Mike Roper. 453-1447. raptornut@charter.net.  Meet 9 a.m. at 40th Avenue Bi-Mart. 

March 28-30. Othello Sandhill Crane Festival. Celebrate the migration of thousands of Sandhill Cranes in Othello. Numerous fieldtrips, illustrated talks, banquet and speaker. See website. Check the February Crier for details or the following website:  othellosandhillcranefestival.org. 

March 29 (Sat.). Bluebird Nest Box Cleanout, repair and potluck lunch.  Leader:  Richard Repp.  (965-1165). 9 a.m. at end of pavement on North Wenas Road.

April 11-13. Audubon Council Meeting. Leavenworth. See The Crier for details.

April 12. Arborfest. Yakima Area Arboretum.  This years’s theme is “Art and Nature.” See The Crier for details. 

April 26 (Sun.). Zimmerman Ponds and Toppenish NWR.  Each spring, snowmelt in the Cascades east of Mt. Adams rushes down Toppenish Creek filling numerous ponds and flooding valley bottoms, creating a bonanza for water and marsh birds. The marshes, fields, and riparian patches near Toppenish are at their peak in late April. Look for Black-necked Stilts, American Avocets, Cinnamon Teal, and Yellow-headed Blackbirds.

Leader: Kerry Turley. (837-6930). West side of IHOP, Valley Mall Blvd. 8 a.m.

May 6 (Sat.). Hardy Canyon. Wildflower and bird walk. Spring color and song are highlights of a trip to the Wenas Creek region, justly famed for its high biodiversity. Visit riparian habitats along Wenas Creek in Hardy Canyon, swarming with birds. Birds on tap include Lewis’s Woodpeckers, Western Bluebirds, American Kestrels and House Wrens.  Half-day trip. Leader:  TBA. Meet 7:30 am at 40th BiMart.

May 10 (Sat.). Migratory Bird Day.  Toppenish National Wildlife Refuge.  Field trips at the refuge. Meet at headquarters 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Watch for details in The Crier.
May 17 (Sat.).
Birdathon.  Help celebrate the peak of spring migration with a Yakima County Big Day. We’ll divide into groups covering all parts of the county. Expect lots of colorful Neotropical birds such as flycatchers, swallows, warblers, orioles, and grosbeaks. Raptors, waterfowl, and shorebirds are also about. Leader: Denny Granstrand, (453-2500). Details in the Crier.

May 23-26. Wenas Campout.  For over 40 years, Auduboners from across the state have gathered in the Wenas to watch birds, hike, and admire the flower show. What makes the Wenas so special to naturalists? It has to do with its position at the lower edge of the Ponderosa Pine Zone as it interfingers with the upper Shrub-steppe Zone. An amazing array of flora and fauna occurs here. Visit the Wenas website for more information. Lots of fieldtrips and hikes are offered on this three-day Memorial Day weekend. See The Crier for details, too. 

May 31. Satus Wildlife Area. A half-day trip to a Yakama Nation wildlife area. Habitats include ponds and marshes, Russian Olive groves, and brushy patches. A great area for water (pelicans, avocets, stilts, ducks) and land birds. Leader John Hebert.  Meet 6:30 a.m. at IHOP (west side parking lot) on Valley Mall Blvd.

June 14 (Sat.). Woodpeckers in the Ahtanum. Jeff Kozma, Wildlife Biologist for the Yakama Nation discovered a wonderful variety of woodpeckers nesting in aspen trunks at middle elevations in the Ahtanum.  Join Jeff as he leads you to this impressive concentration of woodpeckers and other mountain birds, including Lincoln’s Sparrows. Leader:  Jeff Kozma, (225-3465).  Meet 6:45 a.m. at Wide Hollow Elementary School (72nd and Nob Hill).  Car pool from there. Bring lunch, beverage, sun screen, etc., for trip to last at least until 2 p.m.  

June 7. Tieton Nature Trail. A 3-mile stroll along the Tieton River featuring riparian, oak, and conifer habitats. Expect lots of colorful spring songbirds and woodpeckers. Bushtits, found here in 2007 will be a target species. Leader: Debie Brown. (248-3878). Meet 7 am at 40-th Bi-Mart.

July 12-13. (Sat.-Sun. Folk Life Festival. Yakima.  Look for details in The Crier.   

July 27-29 (Fri.-Sun.).
 Annual Ptarmigan Search to Cascades. Yakima Audubon’s now annual quest to find White-tailed Ptarmigan in wilderness areas of Yakima County. .  Dunnage carried in by mules. You need carry only a day pack. Contact: Andy and Ellen Stepniewski, 877-6639 or steppie@nwinfo.net.  Target bird: the ever-elusive Snowy ptarmigan!

August 16. Burroughs Mountain Hike on Mt. Rainier. This is a good leg stretcher, involving a 8-mile return hike into the Alpine Zone above Sunrise on Mt. Rainier. Great for Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, Water Pipit and sometimes White-tailed Ptarmigan. Look for Baird’s Sandpiper by Frozen Lake. Migrant warblers flit in the scrub near treeline and raptors fly overhead. Leader. DennyG ranstrand (453-2500). Meet 7am at 40th BiMart.

August 20. Wenas Lake for Shorebirds. Mid-August is the peak of “fall” migration for shorebirds in eastern Washington. This evening trip will focus on identification of this difficult group. Leader: Denny Granstrand (453-2550). Meet 5 pm at 40th Ave. Bi-mart.   

September 10. Wenas Lake for Shorebirds. Mid-August is the peak of “fall” migration for shorebirds in eastern Washington. This evening trip will focus on identification of this difficult group. Leader: Denny Granstrand (453-2550). Meet 5 pm at 40th Ave. Bi-mart.   

September 13 (Sat.). Vagrant Search to Columbia Basin.  Join an expert on shrub-steppe birds on this trip with stops at oasis in the Columbia Basin searching for migrants with a hope of spotting a rarity or two. Places we’ll visit include newly discovered Sentinel Gap near Mattawa, Wastucna, and Lyons Ferry. Scott Downes, (469-7807). downess@cwu.edu.  6:30 a.m. at K-Mart.  Return early evening.

October 5. Chinook Pass hike. A half-day trip returning by mid-afternoon. A 2-mile easy hike to Sheep Lake is great for migrating hawks, eagles, and falcons. Songbirds such as sparrows and finches (Pine Grosbeak is possible) flit in the trailside thickets. An optional extension 1 mile farther to Pickhandle Gap for rosy finches and more raptors. Great for Mountain Goat viewing too. Fall colors can be superb! Leader. Andy Stepniewski. (877-6639). Meet 7 am at 40th BiMart. 
Oct. 18 (Sat.).Fort Simcoe and Medicine Valley.  Journey out to this marvelous grove of Oregon White Oaks at historic Fort Simcoe where Lewis’s Woodpeckers, surely one of the most charismatic of its clan, can be numerous. Look for other birds of oak woodlands such as White-breasted Nuthatch and Western Scrub-Jay. Not far away is Medicine Valley, which can be excellent for birds of prey. Half-day. Leader: Kerry Turley. (837-6930). 8:30 a.m. at west side of IHOP, Valley Mall Blvd. 

November 15 (Sat.). McNary NWR and Tri-Cities birding.  This trip offers a superb opportunity to study a variety of waterfowl, including geese, dabbling, and diving ducks at McNary Pool at the refuge at the height of waterfowl migration. Birds of prey, gulls, and songbirds will also be looked for. Leader: Bill Drenguis, phone 965-5808.  Meet 7:30 a.m. west side of IHOP, Valley Mall Blvd.

Dec. 4 (Thurs.). YVAS Annual meeting and Christmas Dinner at the Yakima Area Arboretum.  Doors open at 5:30, silent auction at 6:00, dinner at 6:30.

Dec. 14 (Sun.). Toppenish NWR Christmas Bird Count. Leader:  Andy Stepniewski. (877-6639), or steppie@nwinfo.net. 7 a.m. at Branding Iron Restaurant in Toppenish. 

Dec. 20 (Sat.). Yakima Valley Christmas Bird Count. Leader:  Denny Granstrand . (453-2500), or dgranstrand@charter.net.  7 a.m. at Sportsman’s Park central fireplace.
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